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Welcome to Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp!

Thank you for choosing to be a
part of the Lake Nixon
Community.

We want to extend a warm
welcome to new and returning
families. This camp season
promises to be a summer full of
fun and adventure.

At Lake Nixon we like to say,
“Camp Can Change Lives.” In
this handbook, you will hear
more about what we mean by
that and how we work to provide a transformative experience. Of course, we also need
to give you a lot of important practical information about your camper’s time with us, so
please take time to read through it all carefully!

Thank you again for your trust and support,

Mike Simmons

Director
Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp

Andy Black

Executive Director
Lake Nixon Outdoor Center
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What is Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp all about?

The Lake Nixon Outdoor Center is a ministry of Second Baptist Church, Downtown Little
Rock. We are blessed to be stewards of this unique location so near the heart of the
city. Our mission is to care for this place and to share it with others so that they can
experience recreation, education, and sanctuary. Lake Nixon is a “front porch” for the
church–i.e., an inclusive gathering space for people from all across our community.

The goal of day camp at Lake Nixon is to provide classic “camp” experiences that allow
young people to have fun, develop skills, grow in character, and learn to love and care
for God’s creation (especially that part of it we call “the outdoors”) by enjoying it—and
each other. To summarize what we are about, we use the acronym “SAFE”:

Skills
Outdoor adventures play a central role in our program. Campers will have
opportunities to learn new technical skills–such as paddling a boat, catching fish,
shooting an arrow, or identifying poison ivy. But camp activities are more than just
fun pastimes. They help campers develop character traits that will become part of
who they are: friendship and fairness; independence and teamwork;
responsibility and confidence to take appropriate risks/try new things; and more.

Affirmation
We want to “see” (recognize, acknowledge, appreciate, respect) each camper in
their uniqueness and help campers learn to do the same for each other.

Fun
We want everyone to enjoy their time here at camp and we strive to offer diverse
activities for campers. We know that different campers will have unique interests
and preferences. We will strive to provide a blend of structured and free/optional
times, times with larger and smaller groups, etc.

Engagement
We provide campers with the chance to experience a technology “detox.” Camp
is a time to take a break from screens and for campers to interact with and
develop meaningful relationships with peers, with the staff, and with God’s
creation.

By SAFE we also mean that no intentional harm will come to campers or staff.
Accidents will happen, and feelings may sometimes get hurt. When this happens we will
provide necessary care, whether by applying a band-aid, or by taking time to listen and
provide comfort.
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Level of services provided by Lake Nixon Day Camp

Our goal is to provide an inclusive, positive and engaging camp experience. Our
program is designed to be movement-based and outside as much as possible. We
believe camp can change lives and we want to eliminate as many barriers as we can to
help make camp a reality for as many young people as possible.

We want to work with families to provide a memorable experience for their campers. If
your camper has a disability, diagnosis, or you feel your camper will require special
accommodations or services, please reach out to us so we can discuss possible ways
to meet your camper’s needs. We will work with parents/guardians of campers to
provide reasonable accommodations for campers with disabilities/diagnosis until such
point as it is determined the such accommodations will:

● Compromise the safety of your camper or others attending our camp.
● Fundamentally alter the nature of our camp (for the individual and others).
● Result in an undue burden (e.g., “significant” cost, training, etc.) on Lake Nixon

Summer Day Camp, Lake Nixon Outdoor Center and/or Second Baptist Church,
Downtown.

Please be aware of the following conditions of service:
● Lake Nixon Day Camp is not a therapeutic program and is not designed or

licensed to address or rectify substantial behavior or emotional issues.
● As a licensed childcare (“after school time”) facility, Lake Nixon is required to

have a maximum ratio of 1 adult to 18 campers. Our ratio is much lower than
this. However, this does not mean that we are able to provide focused,
one-on-one supervision for individual campers.

● If your camper will be under the care of a private caregiver while at camp, we will
need a copy of that person’s successfully completed state and FBI background
checks and Child Maltreatment screening. We will also provide an orientation for
your child’s care-giver on the first day of your child’s camp session.

Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp is open to all and does not discriminate on the basis of
an individual’s race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, religion, marital status,
veteran status or any other status protected by applicable law. This policy applies to all
terms, conditions and privileges of application, enrollment, participation and, if
necessary, removal.
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Daily/Weekly/Summer Schedule
Daily Schedule

● 7:30am Early drop-off/extended day begins at Lake Nixon
Buses arrive at commuter lot (753 S. Shackleford) and
begin loading campers.

● 8:00am Buses leave commuter lot for Lake Nixon
● 8:15am Bus riders arrive at Lake Nixon
● 8:30-9:00am Car Rider Drop Off
● 9:00 am: Camp Day Begins
● 9:15-9:30am: Opening Session
● 9:30–12:30 Activities
● 11:30-1:30 Lunchtimes
● 12:30-3:00 Activities (including afternoon swim times)
● 3:00-3:30 Return to home bases and prepare for pick-up
● 3:30-4:30 regular car pick-up time
● 4:30 Buses and riders depart Lake Nixon for commuter lot
● 4:00-5:30 Pick-up for Extended Day Campers
● 5:00-5:30 Bus Riders picked up at Commuter Lot.

Early Pick Up:
● If you need to pick up your camper before 3:30pm, please call ahead to notify our

office staff at (501) 744-8878.
● Once you arrive, please go to the summer camp office and check-in.
● You will be asked to produce a photo ID. If someone other than yourself will be

picking up your camper, ensure that person is on your camper’s approved adult
list. This list can be updated on the Pikmykid app (see below). We will not allow
campers to leave with ANYONE who is not on their approved adult list.

Late Pick Up (and fees):
● We reserve the right to assess a fee if your camper is picked up late (late =

after 4:30pm for standard day campers and after 5:30pm for bus riders and
extended day campers. Bus riders not picked up after 5:30pm will be returned
to Lake Nixon.)

● The fee will be $1 for each minute beyond the end of pick-up time.
● If a standard day camper is picked up late 2 or more times in a week, we will

assess Extended Care fees to your account ($45/week)
● Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the Director.

Pick-Up and Drop-Off Logistics  [please re-check this section for
updates and more detailed information as we get closer to camp]

Lake Nixon uses a smartphone app called Pikmykid for the logistics of camper
transportation. Please download the app and create an account as soon as possible.
(Link)  We will be using the information you provide on Pikmykid to make all necessary
arrangements for your camper’s transportation.
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Campers will only be released to individuals on the Authorized Adult List that
you completed when registering your camper and using the Pikmykid app. We
can not and will not release campers to any adult who is not on your camper’s
Authorized Adult List. If you wish to make changes to the Authorized Adult List,
please log into the Pikmykid app account to update that list prior to the start of the
camp day.  An I.D. check will be required to be sure the person is authorized.
For Bus Riders: If you need to make any changes in your bus rider’s schedule,
please do so using the Pikmykid app.

Lunch Service

Lake Nixon is offering the services of Little Bites Catering for your convenience.  To
order lunch for your campers ($6.50/day), please log into their ordering portal. Please
direct all questions regarding this service to the Little Bites Catering Company.

Medication Policy
In accordance with state law, we must receive all medications in their original containers
from the issuing pharmacy. Over-the-Counter meds must be in the original store
packaging. Medications not in their original packaging will not be received. Please
put your camper’s meds, in their original packaging, into a ziplock bag labeled with your
camper’s name. Please include any special instructions we may need to properly
administer your camper's meds (e.g. “Must take with food”, “Must take on any empty
stomach”). Please only send the correct number of doses your camper requires for the
week. Any meds, such as Epipen or inhalers, that will go home with campers each day
need to be sent in a labeled ziplock bag as well.

Illness
In the event your camper is experiencing any of these symptoms, please keep them
home.  We require campers to be fever free/ symptom free for a full 24 hours prior to
returning to camp.  If your camper develops any of these symptoms while at camper, we
will call you and ask you to please come get your camper. Positive Covid-19 cases
will require a negative test prior to re-entry to camp.

● Fever of 100.4 or greater
● Vomiting
● Symptoms of Covid-19

Covid-19

We are not currently requiring that masks be worn by staff or campers, but this is
subject to change. We will follow all current and relevant CDC and Arkansas
Department of Health guidelines for the use of masks and other Covid precautions
during the summer.
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WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP
● Comfortable clothing your child can get dirty in!
● Swim suit
● Towel
● Closed-toed shoes (This is for safety reasons–i.e., to protect your child’s

feet. Flip Flops, Crocs, sports sandals or other open toed shoes can lead to
serious foot injuries)

● Light jacket/rain jacket (when needed so watch the weather reports)
● Sunscreen (SPF 30-50)
● Insect repellent (or spray at home before coming)
● Hat
● Sunglasses
● A water bottle
● Lunch (including a drink), unless you order from Little Bites
● Medications and Medication Form, (If your camper takes daytime meds)

Please see our Medication policy if your camper takes meds

WHAT NOT TO BRING TO CAMP
● Anything of value that could be lost and/or cannot be replaced
● Knives
● Firearms
● Weapons of any kind
● Electronics (phones,

game units, tablets,
computers, etc.)

● Headphones or earbuds
● Money
● Toys, such as Pokemon

cards or stuffed animals
● Drugs and/or alcohol
● Any tobacco products,

including e-cigarettes
and vape

● Pets of any kind. This
excludes service animals

Label everything with your
child’s name. Have your child
check lost and found daily.

Campers will need to have all of their belongings in a tote bag or backpack. Lake
Nixon can not be held responsible for lost or stolen items.
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Payment and Financial Policies

Parent(s) and/or legal guardians of the registered camper(s) assume financial
responsibility for all fees/costs incurred for enrollment in Lake Nixon Summer Day
Camp. Fees/costs include, but are not limited to: registration fees, tuition fees, and
additional service fees. Unpaid fees may result in exclusion from future
sessions/programs, late fees and possible reporting to a collection agency.
All camp tuition payments are due in full by May 23rd, 2023. Registrations made
after this date will be allowed if space is available and with the understanding that full
payment must be made before campers can be enrolled in or attend any sessions
after May 23. Payments can be made with credit/debit cards, check, e-check, or cash.
To pay online, please go to lakenixon.com and log into the registration portal.

Refunds:

● The $40 processing fee is non-refundable.

For $50/session Deposits:

● Full refund of a session deposit will be given for cancellations made outside of 30
days of the registrant's session(s) starting date(s).

● NO refund of a session deposit will be given for cancellations made inside of 30
days of the registrant's session(s) starting date(s).

For Weekly Tuition Payments:

● A full refund, minus the processing fee, will be given for cancellations made
outside of 30 days of the registrant's session(s) starting date(s).

● No refunds will be given for cancellations made within two (2) weeks of the
registrant's session(s) starting date(s).

● A 50% refund, minus the processing fee, will be given for cancellations made
between 15 days and 30 days of the registrant's session(s) starting date(s).

●  No refunds will be given for campers who are removed from camp due to
disciplinary actions.

● No refunds will be given for campers who are voluntarily removed from camp
due to parent/guardian decisions; (e.g. leaving early for a family vacation.)
Special circumstances, such as family emergencies or military deployment/PCS,
will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of the camp director.

● No refunds will be given for campers who are removed from camp due to illness,
including Covid-19.

Cancellation of Camp

If camp session(s) are canceled due to extraordinary circumstances (e.g. Covid/illness
outbreak, facilities damaged by severe weather) before the first day of that session,
Lake Nixon will issue a full refund for that week. If a portion of camp is canceled, we  will
issue a prorated refund for the days camp was closed. Refunds will only be given for full
days; no refund will be given for partial days (e.g. If camp is canceled on a Wednesday
at 10am, you would receive a refund for the Thursday and Friday of that week).
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Code of Conduct
It is our goal to provide a secure and respectful camp environment. We also strive to
create an environment which will help your camper grow in self-control and social skills.
Lake Nixon has a zero tolerance policy for bullying and violence. If needed, disciplinary
actions will be individualized to your camper’s level of understanding and directed at
teaching your camper acceptable behavior and self-control.

The Code of Conduct is in place to help your camper understand the expectations of
appropriate behavior. We will go over the Code of Conduct with campers at the
beginning of each session. All campers will be asked to abide by the following rules
while at camp. We encourage you to review these rules with your camper to ensure
they fully understand what is expected of them while at camp.

Rules
1. I will respect my fellow campers.
2. I will take care of my own things and respect the property of others, including Lake

Nixon property and grounds.
3. I will listen to all Lake Nixon staff and follow their instructions.
4. I will follow all safety rules/guidelines for all activities and make sure my fellow

campers are safe.
5. I will do my best to be a positive example for my fellow campers to follow.

Consequences

● 1st  Offense - Your camper may be removed for an activity. Your camper and
their counselor will discuss the camper’s behavior and how to best change their
behavior.

● 2nd Offense- The Camp Director and your camper will speak with you, and
suitable consequences will be decided.

● 3rd  Offense- Your camper will stay home one day.
● 4th  Offense- Your Camper will be taken out of that session with no refund.

Bullying Policy

Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp (LNSDC) believes all campers and staff have a right to
a safe and healthy camp environment. LNSDC has an obligation to promote mutual
respect, tolerance, and acceptance among campers, staff, volunteers and visitors.
Behaviors that infringe on the safety of any person at LNSDC will not be tolerated. A
camper or staff shall not bully or intimidate any person through words or actions.
Such behaviors include, but are not limited to: direct physical contact, verbal/nonverbal
assaults, profanity or other inappropriate language, the use of electronic methods,
social isolation and/or manipulation. Campers who bully will be immediately removed
from activities and the 3rd or 4th consequence from the Code of Conduct will be
enforced. These actions will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Camp
Director and administrative staff.
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Bus Rules for Campers
● A bus monitor will be in charge of bus conduct to and from Lake Nixon. All

campers will be made aware of these rules on the first day of each session and
will be held accountable for following these rules.

● Not following these rules could result in your camper being removed from bus
service for the week, without a refund so please review these rules with your
camper!

● Remain seated at all times; no changing seats. (This does include when the bus
is stopped and until your name is called to exit the bus)

● Keep hands (and all body parts) inside the bus & to yourself at all times.
● Talk with normal voices - no yelling! (On the bus or at anyone outside the bus)
● Walk to or from the bus.
● NEVER walk in front of or behind the bus
● Please do not disturb the bus driver.
● Fighting, bullying or foul language will not be tolerated
● No eating or drinking on the bus.
● No objects of any kind should be thrown on or out of the bus. If a fine for littering

is given as a result of your camper throwing anything off the bus, you will be
expected to pay the fine.

● Please listen and follow all Bus Monitor instructions at all times.

An incident report requiring a parent's signature will be written for any problems on the
bus. Disobeying bus rules threatens the safety of all bus riders, so campers who cannot
follow these rules will lose their bus privileges without a refund.
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Emergency Action Plan

In the event of an emergency that will require us to evacuate the property, you will be
notified by our emergency text messaging system.

Campers will be taken to Second Baptist Church, 222 E. 8th St., Little Rock, AR 72202,
telephone number 501-374-9284.

When inclement/hazardous weather conditions occur, campers will shelter in place in a
safe area on property.

We ask that you please not call our main number during the emergency. Our staff will
contact you, or other emergency contacts identified by you in the event the children and
staff are relocated or if there are injuries.

A copy of our emergency operating procedures may be viewed at any time at our
facility. It is located near our front office door. This plan is updated on an annual basis,
as is required by our licensing agency.

The State of Arkansas requires us to notify you that your child(ren) may be subject to
interviews by licensing staff, child maltreatment investigators or law enforcement
officials for investigative purposes and/or for determining compliance with licensing
requirements.
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The Value of Camp: A Research Summary by The American
Camp Association (ACA)

The American Camp Association recently implemented the largest and most
comprehensive study of the camp experience ever conducted in the United States. The
results of the research confirm that camp builds the kind of skills that help children
become successful adults.

Campers Say:
● Camp helped me make new friends (96%)
● Camp helped me to get to know kids who are different from me (93%)
● The people at camp helped me feel good about myself (92%)
● At camp, I did things I was afraid to do at first (74%)

Parents Say:
● My child gained self-confidence at camp (70%)
● My child continues to participate in some of the new activities he or she learned

at camp (63%)
● My child remains in contact with friends made at camp (69%)

The Long-Lasting Benefits of Camp

Camp has become a part of the fabric of America. When children go to camp, they’ll
likely come home gushing about the lifelong friends they’ve made, and the exciting
adventures they had. What they probably won’t tell you about are the many life lessons
camp has given them. For more than 150 years, camp has been changing lives. Camp
is full of fun and excitement, but it is so much more—developing children who are better
equipped to lead in the twenty-first century with skills such as independence, empathy,
the ability to work as part of a team, and a broader world view. Camp is a natural
extension of the classroom. Research indicates that by participating in strategically
planned, structured summer experiences, children reduce summer learning loss. Camp
challenges children, keeps them engaged, develops creativity and their talents, and
expands their horizons.

The American Camp Association® (ACA) is a national organization with more than
12,000 plus membership and 3,000 member camps.  ACA is committed to collaborating
with those who believe in quality camp and outdoor experiences for children, youth, and
adults.  ACA provides advocacy and evidence-based education and professional
development, and is the only national accrediting body for the organized camp
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experience. ACA-Accredited Camps meet up to 290 health and safety standards.
Accreditation provides public evidence of a camp’s commitment to the health, safety,
and overall well-being of both campers and staff.
www.ACAcamps.org.

Lake Nixon Summer Day Camp has been a member of the ACA since 2021
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